




West Hills Elementary School 

Address: 409 Vanosdale Road 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37909 

Telephone: (865) 539-7850 Office

Fax: (865) 539-7876

Principal: Kimberle Harrison 

Assistant Principals: Kristen Jackson 
Yolanda Williams 

Office Staff: 
Deann Mazrimas 
Traci Miller- Bookkeeper 

School Nurse: 
Elaine Adams 

Literacy Coach: 
Maria Collier 

Gifted/Talented Coaches: 
Janet Braden 
Corey Gurskyj 

Special Area Teachers: 
Art Teacher: 
Betsy Hobkirk 

Gym Teachers: 
Kerrie DeFalle 
Holly White 

Guidance: 
Elishia Basner 

Computer Lab: 
Gina McGhee 

Librarian: 
Kathryn Allen 

Terrill Briggs- On-Site Tech, Library Secretary

Music Teacher: Peyton Bennett 

PTA Co-Presidents: 
Shannon Reynolds, Katy Bibee
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(Teacher/Grade) (Student's last name, first name) 

John .Bvnon Park :Permission 

I give permission for my child, -------- - --�to travel to John Bynon Community Park 
located adjacent to West Hills Elementary School. I understand that the park will be used for both recreational 
and educational purposes this year, and that the teacher will make decisions to use the park facilities. This 
permission will serve for the school year. 

Media Release 

From time to time, we receive requests from local media (newspapers, radio, television) to interview, 
photograph and/or videotape our students. These requests are generally in conjunction with special activities or 
events that take place at school. Please fill out the space below if you give permission for your child to 
participate with the media should the occasion arise. 

My child, _____________ , DOES have permission to appear in photographs and/or videos 
as described above. My child has permission to be interviewed and quoted in the media. I realize that these 
pictures/videos will be property of the local media. 

My child, _ __________ � DOES NOT have permission to appear in photographs and/or 
videos as described above. My child has permission to be interviewed and quoted in the media. I realize that 
these pictures/videos will be property of the local media. 

H.A.B.J.T. (Human-Animal Bond in Tennessee) 

For several years, West Hills Elementary has patticipated in the HABIT dog program sponsored by the 
University of Tennessee College of Veterinary Medicine. Selected classes will receive weekly visits by 
HABIT trained dogs. These dogs are part of the highly successful UT Ruff Reading Program used in 
approximately 20 school in 3 TN counties. Please complete one of the following statements below. 

My child, __ __________ has permission to spend some time with the HABIT dog if his/her 
class is selected to participate in the Ruff Reading Program. 

I would prefer my child, NOT spend time with the HABIT dog. 

Handbook 

I verify that I have read and understand the expectations and guidelines outlined in the West Hills Parent 
and Student Handbook. I have discussed important information from the handbook with my child. 

(Parent Signature) (Date) 

(Student Signature) (Date) 
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Kimberle A. Harrison 
Principal 

409 Vanosdale Road 
Knoxville, TN 37909 

Telephone (865) 539-7850 
Fax(865) 539-7876 

Kristen Jackson 
Yolanda Williams 

Assistant Principals 

August 5, 2019 

Dear Parents, 

The Knox County Board of Education charges a basic school fee of $10.00 per child, per 
school year. This covers basic instructional supplies such as writing paper, classroom art 
supplies, and worksheets. Our school charges an additional school fee of $15.00 per 
child to cover expenses such as supplemental art supplies (paint, construction paper, 
poster board, etc.), supplemental instructional materials, copy paper for students' work, 
newsletters, and subscriptions to online student programs (Ticket 2 Read, Brain Pop, 
etc ... ) per teachers' requests. 

The total fee for the 2019-2020 school year will be $25.00 per student. Please make your 
check for school fees payable to West Hills Elementary School. If you have more than 
one child at our school, please write a separate check for each child to help with 
accurate bookkeeping. 
If this imposes a financial hardship, please contact our school office (539-7850) to make 
financial arrangements. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 
Ki.v,,d,erle t-t�rrLsoll\, 

Principal, WHES 
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Dismissal, Grades K-5th: 
Students who need early dismissal must be picked up before 2:15 p.m. 

Students will only be dismissed through the car line or through the OUTSIDE gym door 
(Parker/walkers). 

Your car tag will serve as your approved pick up method. 

If you do not have a car tag, you will need to park in an appropriate parking spot and use your 

ID to secure an "approved for dismissal note" from the office. 

The person picking up parker/walkers will bring the car tag to the OUTSIDE gym door. 
Parker/Walker dismissal will begin at 2:45 p.m. or as soon as the traffic has cleared enough for 

SAFETY of walkers. 

We encourage all students to be picked up through the car lines. This will be the fastest and 

safest process for your child to exit. If you will regularly pick up your child OUTSIDE the gym door, 
let your child's teacher know in writing. 

Any changes In the way your child goes home. MUST be communicated in writing to the 

teacher. We will not be taking changes over the phone. 

It is imperative that all children be picked up on time. Teachers are off car duty at 3 p.m. If you 

are late picking up your child. you will need to check in the office and see an administrator to 

sign out your child. 

Attendance Policy 

Absence Policy: The Knox County Juvenile Court handed down a decision several years ago 

affecting all Knox County Schools' parents and students. The order states that parents will be 
held directly responsible for unexcused absences of their children. When a student is absent, a 

parent must send a note or doctor's statement within FIVE days to the child's teacher in order to 
have the absence excused. If, after five days, the teacher has not received a note from the 
parent explaining the absence, that absence will remain an unexcused absence. Be aware 

that even if a parent calls the office to explain an absence, a written note is still required to 
excuse the absence. A phone call without a note will result in an unexcused absence. A 
student may be absent due to illness no more than 10 days per school year before a medical 

statement is required. 

Situations that qualify as excused absences include: 

* Personal illness (a medical statement required after a total of 10 absences per school year)

* Illness of a family member that temporarily requires help from the student and is supported by
medical documents

* A death in the family

* A recognized religious holiday regularly observed by members of the student's faith

* A verifiable family emergency
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